
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2021/2022 
 

 

 

 
CHAIRMAN – Councillor Clare Gamble 

TOWN CLERK – Miss Dee Smith 

 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This Annual Report provides a flavour of the many activities, events, 

work and actions organised or undertaken by Billingham Town Council 

during 2021-2022. 

Billingham Town Council was established in 2007 and is run by an 

elected body of 15 councillors representing the five electoral wards of 

the town. Details of the electoral wards and individual members can be 

found at the end of this report. Elected Members of Billingham Town 

Council represent the community on a voluntary basis and are not paid 

for this role. 

The Town Council manages a variety of services and events which take 

place throughout the year, unfortunately these have been reduced over 

the past two years due to the global pandemic. The Town Council’s staff 

and councillors have continued to work throughout the pandemic, 

continuing to provide a service to the community of Billingham.   

After two years of the Covid-19 pandemic, including intermittent local 

and national lockdowns, restrictions were finally lifted in June 2021 

although it is recognised, that the social and economic effects of the 

pandemic will continue to be felt in local communities for a long time.  

Although 2021 into early 2022 continued to be another challenging year 

due to the COVID 19 pandemic, we are now seeing the light at the end 

of the tunnel. 

The Government has now set out its roadmap to recovery, allowing life 

to return to normal it is hoped this continues on track and the public 

events return to normal without any further interruption. 

Full details of the Town Council’s services, meetings, policies, 

procedures and financial arrangements can be found at 

www.billinghamtowncouncil.co.uk 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Welcome to the annual report for the municipal 

year from April 2021 through to March 2022. I 

don’t think any of us imagined that in 2022, we 

would still be talking about the impact Covid has 

on our lives. We thought that 2019 was a year 

like no other, and then 2020 was far too similar. 

New variants, further lockdowns and further 

spikes in cases, these last 12 months have 

continued to be hugely challenging. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has continued to ravage 

communities and the toll on our physical, mental 

and financial health has been severe for many in 

our town. However, our amazing community has 

continued to pull together to help each other.  

As the Chairman of your Town Council, it has been my absolute honour 

and privilege to continue to work on so many projects that benefit our 

residents and wider community.  

Our Sunday Lunch service continues to go from strength to strength and 

we delivered almost 6000 free two course Sunday Lunches in the last 

year to elderly and vulnerable residents that wouldn’t necessarily have 

had access to a hot, healthy, home cooked meal each week. As we 

started to move out of the pandemic, the numbers have been slowly 

reducing but we are still delivering between 120 and 130 lunches each 

week. 

You will read more about the latest Town Council news in the next few 

pages but I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank our amazing 

team of staff, Councillors and volunteers for their ongoing dedication, 

commitment and support. 

There are undoubtedly difficult times ahead for our community as the 

cost of living crisis sees more and more households struggling but, as 

we always do, we will come together as a community to offer a helping 

hand to those that need it most. In the words of George Eliot, “What do 

we live for, if not to make life less difficult for each other.”  

COUNCILLOR CLARE GAMBLE 
CHAIRMAN 
BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL 



 

 

CAFE IN THE PARK & THE ANNEXE 

 

The newly refurbished Café in the Park in John Whitehead Park 

reopened its doors in June 2021 after the COVID-19 lockdowns with a 

new interior, new staff, great food and beverages, service and the best 

value for money.  

The café offers a range of delicious treats including cakes and 

homemade scones alongside tea and expertly made coffee from Caffe 

Vinci, all day breakfasts and much more.  

Monthly household check sessions and weekly Social Prescriber drop 

ins are held in the café on a regular basis. The Café is part of the Chatty 

Café Scheme which aims to get people chatting and reduce loneliness 

and is also a dog friendly cafe. 

The Ray McCall Room provides a meeting space for local groups and 

organisations and the Sunday Lunch service runs weekly from the 

Community Kitchen and will continue throughout 2022/23.  A Soup and 

Sandwich project will also be launched. 

As life continues to return to normal, it is hoped that the number of 

events, projects and activities taking place at the Café and surrounding 

outdoor space area will increase over the coming months. 

 

 

 



 

 

SUNDAY LUNCH SERVICE 

The Sunday Lunch Service continued throughout 2021-22.  Every 

Sunday, approximately 130 two course hot meals, consisting of a main 

meal and a dessert, are delivered to elderly residents in Billingham. 

We are continuing to receive new requests for the service direct from 

residents as well as referrals from service agencies. We also receive lots 

of positive comments and appreciation from residents in receipts of the 

meals. 

This scheme runs with the assistance of councillors, four paid part time 

staff and volunteers, including drivers.  Recently, as part of Student 

Volunteering week, two sixth form students volunteered their time to help 

at the project, gaining valuable skills and experience. 

Since December 2019, over 10,000 lunches have been delivered and 

this valuable service, which is continuously growing, will continue in 

2022-23. 

 

 

CLLR BENDELOW AND VOLUNTEER NATALIE  
KUSHNIRENKO PLATING UP SUNDAY LUNCHES. 

                 

 

      

 

 

 

STOCKTON BOROUGH COUNCIL CLLR 

CHRIS BARLOW HELPS DELIVER HOT 

LUNCHES EVERY WEEK.  

CHAIRMAN CLLR CLARE 

GAMBLE BAGGING UP 

LUNCHES READY FOR 

DELIVERY. 



 

 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

Over the last 12 months, Billingham Town Council have worked in 
partnership with local organisations to delivery holiday enrichment, 
activities, and food programmes across the town over the school holidays. 
In a year of financial uncertainty, this has been welcomed by residents 
more than ever and we have been inundated with positive feedback from 
parents.  

 

The Town Council has been successful in accessing funding from the 
programmes delivered by Stockton on Tees Borough Council in 
partnership with the Department for Education, Stockton on Tees 
Borough Council Public Health Fund and Catalyst. This has enabled the 
Town Council to deliver enriching arts & craft activities and physical 
activities including nutritious meals over the holidays. 
  
These programmes provide enriching activities and healthy meals during 
the school holidays to children aged 5 to 16 years who live in Stockton 
on Tees who receive benefits-related free school meals.   

 

Holiday Enrichment Programme (HEP)  

 

In the Easter holidays 2021 we delivered with funding from 
Catalyst/Stockton on Tees Borough Council Public Health Fund which 
allowed us to deliver 200 breakfast hampers and put some of our own 
funding to allow us to include activity packs and these were delivered to 
families across our town.  

 

Following the success of this project this meant that we were keen to 
repeat this activity and over the May holidays, we delivered a further 150 
breakfast hampers and activity packs to local families.  

 

In October we delivered face to face Halloween themed arts and crafts 
sessions and lunch for up to 144 children, funded 50 places for children 
to participate in sporting activities such as football and multisports with 
National Elite Sports Coaching at Marsh House Sports & Community 
Centre which included lunch, drinks, and snacks.  

 

In February 2022 we delivered arts & craft sessions for up to 148 children 
and lunch, funded up to 100 places to participate in sporting activities such 
as football and multisports with National Elite Sports Coaching at Marsh 
House Sports & Community Centre which included lunch, drinks, and 
snacks.  



 

 

Holiday Activities & Food Programme (HAF)  

 

The Holiday Activities and Food Programme 2021 is a Department for 
Education funded project which is delivered by Stockton on Tees 
Borough Council and partner organisations.   

 

As part of the first phase of work of Stockton on Tees Borough Council 
appointed Billingham Town Council as a Lead Organisation to cover a 
separate area of the borough. The role of the Lead Organisation was to 
coordinate and support the commissioning of the providers who would 
deliver innovative, sustainable programmes for all eligible children in 
Stockton on Tees during the Summer and Christmas holiday periods in 
2021.  

 

During the Summer, the Town Council provided face to face sports based 
activities including a food provision in John Whitehead Park throughout 
August catering for up to 150 children each week over a four week 
period.   

 

Having seen first-hand how much families in need value this service, we 
have ensured that there is sufficient budget allocation to continue a 
holiday enrichment provision into 2022/2023.   
     

     

                    
   
               

  

 



 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Chairman of the Council: Cllr Clare Gamble 

Vice Chairman: Cllr Gina McCall 

Billingham Town Council meets six times a year.  In addition to these 

meetings, the Council has three committees; Finance & General 

Purposes, Planning & Services and Community Wellbeing that meet 

monthly and have responsibilities for certain aspects of the Council’s 

overall duties. Furthermore, there are various Sub Committees such as 

Communications and Café Management, that also meet on a monthly 

basis. 

 

Planning & Services Committee 

Chairman: Cllr Michelle Bendelow 

Vice Chairman: Cllr Royce Sandbach 

This committee considers all planning applications for Billingham to 

ensure the best possible options are secured for our local area. During 

2021/22, approximately 134 planning applications have been 

considered.   

It also considers, reviews and comments on regeneration projects being 

proposed for Billingham, economic development and the promotion of 

new initiatives in the town and local transport systems in conjunction 

with Stockton Borough Council. 

This year, this committee has considered and commented on the 

following: 

• Tees Valley Bus Service Improvement Plan; 

• Stockon on Tees Borough Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports 

Strategy: 

• Trees in Stockton on Tees Initiative; 

• Boundary Commission Review; 

• Road Works and Improvements; 

• Licence applications. 

This committee has also received update reports regarding the Café in 

the Park, newsletter and planned events. 

 



 

 

Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Chairman: Cllr Jim Scollen 

Vice Chairman: Cllr Sandy Peebles 

This committee is responsible for the overall financial security of the 

Council, setting the precept, creating and monitoring the annual budget. 

In addition, this committee reviews business contracts and service level 

agreements, allocates grant funding and ensures that the Town 

Council’s strategies, policies and procedures are undertaken in 

accordance with statutory and legislative requirements. 

 

Community Wellbeing Committee 

Chairman: Cllr Ann McCoy 

Vice Chairman: Cllr Helen Atkinson  

 

The committee was set up in March 2021 and meetings commenced in 

April 2021. It leads on the strategy for Community Wellbeing and 

oversees an action plan to improve the mental wellbeing and physical 

health of our local residents. 

This committee identified the following key issues and priorities to 

improve health and reduce health inequalities in the borough within the 

framework of the local authority strategy from the Health and Wellbeing 

Board  

• All people in Billingham live longer; 

• All children and families get the best start in life; 

• All people in Billingham live in healthy places and sustainable 

communities. 

Also, the following projects were agreed: 

• Community bookshelf and games at the Café in the Park; 

• Afternoon Tea initiative to help tackle loneliness; 

• Photography competition; 

• Gardening competition; 

• Soup & Sandwich Project; 

• Installation of a defibrillator in John Whitehead Park; 

• Weekly Social Prescriber drop in sessions at the Café in the Park. 

 



 

 

Communications Sub Committee 

This sub committee was set up in May 2021.  It has the responsibility for 

developing and monitoring all aspects of communication in regards to 

Town Council business. 

During the year, this sub committee has: 

• Produced, reviewed, edited and approved articles for the Council’s 

quarterly newsletter, delivered to every household in the Parish; 

• Reviewed the Town Council’s website; 

• Developed a Communications Strategy. 

 

Café Management Sub Committee 

This sub committee was set up in May 2021 and develops and maintains 

an overview of policy and strategic direction for the Café in the Park.  

This includes providing strategic direction, including monitoring and 

reviewing strategic and operational plans, policies and budgets to 

improve the efficiency, effectiveness and quality of service. 

In addition, during the year, the sub committee has: 

• Assisted with the reopening of the Café in June 2021 following 

lockdown; 

• Reviewed menu options; 

• Considered advertising and offers; 

• Considered half term activities and holiday enrichment projects 

held in the Café; 

• Approved the Teeswide Safe Space Scheme. 

 

  



 

 

GRANTS, SUBSIDIES & SPONSORSHIP 

 

Small Grants 
Billingham Town Council manage a small grants programme which 

allows organisations to apply for a grant of up to £500 to support 

projects which are delivered to benefit residents of Billingham.  

During 2021-2022, the following grants were approved: 

• Corner House Youth Project - £500; 

• Moses Project - £500; 

• Billingham Town Football Club - £500; 

• ABF Soldiers Charity - £500. 

 

Subsidies 

During 2020 / 2021, we launched our Subsidy Programme which is 

designed to support local organisations delivering within the town with a 

3 year funding commitment for larger projects. 

The following organisations received the first year’s funding of £12,000 

each in 2021: 

• BCT Aspire; 

• Billingham Environmental Link Programme; 

• Billingham Boxing Academy.  

 

Sponsorship 

Each year, the Council allocates a budget for sponsorship which is used 

to sponsor events and organisations within Billingham.  

Over the last year, we have sponsored the following: 

• Port Clarence in Bloom - £2000; 

• Billingham Ice Hockey Club - £5000; 

• Billingham Town Football Club Under 15’s Girls - £1000. 

 

 



 

 

COUNCILLOR INFORMATION 

The Town Council has 15 Members who are elected to represent one of the five 

wards in the town. Councillors are elected to serve a period of four years.  The 

Councillors serving from May 2019 until May 2023 are: 

 

Billingham Central 

Clare Gamble 

email: cgamble@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Gina McCall 

email: gmccall@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Ann McCoy 

email: amccoy@ billingham-tc.gov.uk 

 

Billingham East 

Michelle Bendelow 

email: mbendelow@ billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Royce Sandbach 

email: rsandbach@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Mick Stoker 

email: mstoker@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

 

Billingham North 

Jayne Wallace 

email: jwallace@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Colin Leckonby 

email: cleckonby@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Jennifer Shotton 

email: jshotton@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

 

Billingham South 

Maria Lacey 

email: mlacey@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Jim Scollen 

email: jscollen@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Vicki Wrathmall 

email: vwrathmall@billingham-tc.gov.uk 



 

 

Billingham West 

Helen Atkinson 

email: hatkinson@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

Sandy Peebles 

email: apeebles@billingham-tc.gov.uk 

There is currently one vacancy on the Billingham West ward. Further information, 

including contact details, can be found on the Town Council website. 

 

Councillor Attendance 2021-2022 

During the year, Billingham Town Council meet regularly. The schedule of meetings 

is available on the Town Council website and various noticeboards around the town.  

Please note that councillor attendance runs from May through to April. 

 

            ATTENDANCE FOR ALL MEETINGS 

COUNCILLOR TOTAL NUMBER OF MEETINGS MEETINGS ATTENDED % 

H ATKINSON 22 19 85 
M BENDELOW 24 16 72 
A BENTLEY 4 0 0 
C GAMBLE 39 31 83 
M LACEY 4 4 100 
C LECKONBY 21 18 88 
G MCCALL 39 31 74 
A MCCOY 26 18 70 
A PEEBLES 10 15 78 
C POLLARD 26 21 80 
R SANDBACH 14 10 73 
J SCOLLEN 33 31 89 
J SHOTTON 20 15 70 
S SMART 6 2 33 
M STOKER 8 7 88 
J WALLACE 5 4 80 
V WRATHMALL 3 2 67 

 

         NB: Attendance is not an indication of performance. 

 

  



 

 

STAFFING 

Billingham Town Council employs 2 full time and 1 part time office staff, 

a part time caretaker and 4 part time kitchen assistants who work on our 

Sunday Lunch project. These staff are all funded by our annual precept.  

 

We have a further 4 part time café staff who are paid directly from the 

café’s business takings. Our organisational chart can be found below. 

Contact details for office staff can be found on the Town Council 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Clerk
(Full time)

Caretaker
(Part time)

4  x Cafe Assistants
(Part time)

4 x Sunday Lunch Kitchen 
Assistants
(Part time)

Deputy Town Clerk
(Full time)

Administration Officer
(Part time)



 

 

FINANCE 

The final accounts are currently being prepared in line with Government timetables and will be approved at the Full Council meeting 

on 21st June 2022. 

A summary of the precept for 2021/22, incorporating the budget for the following year i.e. 2022/23 is presented below. 

SUMMARY OF PRECEPT 2021/22 
 

SUMMARY OF PRECEPT 2021/22 

Management & Support Cost 
 

£140948.00 Management & Support Cost 
 

£148242.00 

Running Costs 
 

£27575.00 Running Costs 
 

£28700.00 

Recreation & Leisure (Events) 
 

£40450.00 Recreation & Leisure (Events) 
 

£38350.00 

Environmental Projects 
 

0 Environmental Projects 
 

0 

Community Projects (inc JWP) 
 

£24000.00 Community Projects (inc JWP) 
 

£26000.00 

Grants 
 

£41000.00 Grants 
 

£62200.00 

Election Costs 
 

£8000.00 Election Costs 
 

0 

Other 
 

£7082.00 Other 
 

£16100.00 

 

GROSS PRECEPT 
 

£289055.00 GROSS PRECEPT 
 

£319592.00 

LCTS GRANT 
 

£23509.00 LCTS GRANT 
 

£23509.00 

NET PRECEPT 
 

£265546.00 NET PRECEPT 
 

£296083.00 

 


